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The Inaugural Gulf International Conference

"The Future of a Disrupted Gulf Region: Old Tensions,
New Paradigms, & Emerging US Challenges"
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In the decades after the end of foreign domination, much of the greater Middle East 
witnessed numerous ethnic, religious and territorial conflicts. However, the Arab Gulf 
region has remained during this period an oasis of relative stability. Yes, this region too has 
seen its share of violence, with the 1980-90 Iran-Iraq War, the Iraqi Invasion of 
Kuwait, Desert Storm and constant turmoil in Yemen as the most notable examples. 
Reacting to the outbreak of the Iraq-Iran War and in an effort to maintain a “Pax Arabia” at 
least within their narrow region, the six Arab Gulf states formed the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) in 1981.  In the first decades following the establishment of the GCC, the 
Gulf States concentrated on maintaining domestic and regional stability and building 
their economies. When they did extend power abroad they generally used financial, 
social, religious and diplomatic tools. All this changed with the so-called “Arab Spring” 
which saw the Gulf States, largely under a new generation of leadership, inserting 
themselves into Libya, Syria, and Lebanon, while also banding together to protect one of 
their own during Bahrain’s iteration of the Pan-Arab protest movement. Read More

Save the Date!
When:

Tuesday, September 25th, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.

Location:
National Press Club

Ballroom Hall

529 14th St, NW 13th floor, Washington, DC. 

More information to be announced!

https://gulfif.com/event/gulf-international-conference/


Analysis

The Gulf Impasse’s One
Year Anniversary & the
Changing Regional
Dynamics

A year has passed since the
Qatar News Agency was hacked
and implanted with ‘fake news’.
Ten days later this hacking was

followed by the diplomatic and economic embargo of Qatar by four regional states –
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Egypt. The element of
surprise strategy applied by the Quartet was intended to shock the Qatari government
into acceding to their demands. Now, one year later this approach is misplaced as Qatar
proved more resilient than anticipated. Rather than isolating Qatar regionally and
internationally, the crisis has widened the cracks in the Gulf into a chasm and has
generated unintended consequences that risk inflicting generational damage on its
political and social fabric. As with the Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990,
the blockade of Qatar is an era-rupturing event that will reverberate through the
regional politics and international relations of the Gulf for years to come. Read More

The Shia Crescent:
Propaganda in a Time of
Rising Regional Tension

Jordan’s King Abdullah is
credited with coining the
phrase Shia or Shiite Crescent
in 2004 in describing what he
saw as the emergence of
Iran’s new and growing
threat to the region after the fall of Saddam Hussain. As evidence, he alluded to
Hezbollah in Lebanon and to the comfortable relationship between Tehran and Syria,
the latter having been one of the very few Arab states to have supported Iran in the
1980-1988 war with Iraq. To complete the picture, King Abdullah anticipated an Iraq
that was little more than a vassal state owing full allegiance to Iran. The arc of the
crescent he described begins in Tehran, with its tail tucked into the tiny Gulf island
kingdom of Bahrain and into Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province. It passes through Iraq
thence into Syria and Lebanon and through to the Mediterranean Sea. Read More

Hodeidah can be Crossroads for
the War in Yemen

UAE-backed Yemeni forces led by Tariq 
Saleh, nephew of former Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, are making 
significant advances in western Yemen 
towards the Houthi-controlled city of 
Hodaydah. Reports indicate that Tareq’s 
well-equipped forces have begun their
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offensive of the lifeline port city through which the Houthi-held northern areas receive
most of their international humanitarian assistance.[1] These forces are largely
composed of soldiers from the dissolved yet highly-trained Republican Guards forces,
tribesmen loyal to Saleh, and newly recruited forces. The ongoing battle to control
Hodaydah will not be a quick operation despite UAE-backed forces surpassing Houthi
fighters in both training and equipment, theoretically enabling them to make quick
advances toward the city. Yet, it is unlikely that the Houthis will easily give up a city this
vital to their survival. Read More

If the Iran Deal is Over,
What’s Next for the Gulf?

Recently, President Trump
announced that the US will be
withdrawing from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), known colloquially as the
‘Iran Deal’. As soon as the President
entered the White House, he quickly conveyed his new policy to undermine Iran’s 
growing influence. This policy aligns with some of his Arab counterparts and Israel’s 
interests. President Trump, along with the United States’ (US) allies believe the financial 
benefits provided by the JCPOA enable Iran to fund its expansionist agenda. This link 
was made obvious when the President accused Iran of violating the spirit of the nuclear 
deal by sponsoring terrorist groups and supporting proxy militias in Arab states.
Read More

Opportunities

Position Title: Internship Program
Period: Fall 2018

Job Summary:
Gulf International Forum is offering a fall training opportunity for distinguished students
and graduates. Internship programs are designed to help interns learn about the Gulf
region through research/analysis and event planning. A cover letter is required stating
why you would like to intern with us and what interests you in Middle East studies,
particularly the Gulf region. There is a $500 monthly stipend for the internship.
Interested applicants, please send an updated resume and cover letter
to info@gulfii.com.

Two Internship Programs Available:
*Please indicate which program you are applying to in your cover letter.*

(1) Events and Social Media
The internship will provide a training opportunity to advance interns skills in pre-event
preparations and post-event documentation. Specific training experiences may include,
but are not limited to:

Learn how to prepare all event-related tasks, which includes -but not 
limited to-printouts, venue logistics before and during the event day, 
taking photos and check-in participants.
Learn how to promote GIF’s events and activities.
Assist in managing GIF social media accounts according to GIF standards for social 
media and information dissemination.
Assist in editing for all events related materials.
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Desired Skills:
Undergraduate or recent graduate
Strong analytical and critical thinking skills
Strong communication and presentation skills
Flexibility to work extra hours to fulfill event preparation requirements
Ability to work well in teams
Previous experience working on small or medium scale events preferred
Strong negotiation skills
Diligent, dependable and hard working
Detail Oriented

(2) Research Assistant Intern (2 positions)
The internship will provide a training opportunity to advance interns research skills by
providing assistance and support for the organization’s research and publications
initiatives. However, given this is a start-up organization, the training opportunity may
vary as the organization further develops. Specific training experiences may include, but
are not limited to:

Learn how to monitor news trends on social media and promote organizations in
social media.
Home editing skills, developing, and producing print and electronic
promotional/informational material for the institute, including, but not limited to
the website, press releases, newsletters, reports and other publications.
Learn how to plan and execute events.
Learn in other areas of organization based on demand.

Desired Skills:
Degree in liberal arts, public policy, political science, or related field.
Interest in the Gulf and Middle East region required.
Strong attention to detail.
Strong research and analytical skills.
Excellent written and communication skills
Ability to proactively multitask and prioritize.
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