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Upcoming Event
The nation of Yemen has been in the
midst of an intense civil war for several years. This conflict has severely
damaged livelihoods and development in the country, leaving tens of
millions of Yemenis in need of humanitarian aid. No region of Yemen
has been spared from the hardship
and violence brought about by the
war. Additionally, the war has had
dire social consequences and has interrupted the daily lives of Yemenis
across the country. Despite these significant hardship, a group of young
Yemeni filmmakers filmed and produce d “10 Days Before the Wedding,” a film that highlights some of
the tragedies of this war has brought
about for the Yemeni people.
Upon release in 2018, the film has received critical acclaim and has won numerous awards
at both the regional and international levels. Accolades from the film include, the Special
Jury Prize of the International Women’s Film Festival in Aswan and Best Costume Design
of the International Festival in Jaipur. In this regard, Gulf International Forum is delighted
to announce that it will be screening “10 Days Before the Wedding” Yemen’s official submission for the Academy Award (Oscar’s) for Best Foreign Language Film Days Before the
Wedding. This will be the first screening of the film in Washington DC. Afterwards, GIF will
also host a short conversation with movie director Amr Gamal and film producer Mohsen
Al-Khalifi The movie is about a number of obstacles that stand in the way of a young couple in the southern port city of Aden, whose marriage plans are nearly derailed by the
country’s civil war. To this young couple, every obstacle, in one way or another is a result
of the war’s aftermath in Aden, the temporary capital of Yemen. The obstacles presented
in the film represent the deep structure of this post-war society.

When:
Thursday, April 4th, 2019 from 06:00 p.m. till 08:00 p.m.
Location:
GIF Headquarters
1275 K St. NW
Washington, DC 20005

Analysis
Disingenuous or Not: Reforms in the Gulf Still Offer
Opportunities for Women
While the virtuousness of the underlying reasoning is up for debate, the last couple of years have
witnessed a surge of reforms allowing women to enter politics
in the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries. Saudi Arabia recently
appointed its first female
Ambassador to the US, part of a general trend of increased participation and gender
quotas for women lawmakers in the Gulf. Political opportunities have shifted and have
caused governments to implement top-down initiatives that have increased the political
participation of women. This pattern is contradictory to both recent headlines and Freedom House reports that cite regresses in freedoms across the region. Read more

Zarif’s “Resignation”, A Delicate Balance between
Iran’s Moderates and Hardliners
The shocking resignation of Tehran’s Foreign Minister and chief
diplomat Mohammed Javad Zarif
has revealed the rising tensions
between President Hasan Rouhani’s team of reformists and
Iran’s hardliners. These fractures
among Iran’s powerbrokers
emerged consequent to the onset of the country’s economic problems after the United
States pulled out of the JCPOA agreement. Conservatives mainly cast their blame on FM
Zarif due to his inability to reach a deal with Europe that preserved the Iranian economic
benefits of the JCPOA. Ultimately President Rouhani rejected Zarif’s resignation and for
the foreseeable future he will remain in his current position. Read More

Analysis
Turkey’s Involvement in Gulf Security
In a volatile global environment,
small states tend to rely more
on hedging as a strategy to safeguard their sovereignty against
the ambitions of regional powers. The dynamics among the
Gulf states are a prime example
of this process. Beginning in the
mid-20th century the Arabian littoral states sought regional alliances through defense
agreements. These instances of defense collaboration deterred imminent or predicted
threats since their defense capabilities were easily outmatched by their larger neighbors.
The creation of the Gulf Cooperation Council evidences these motives. Read More

Divergent Gulf State Interests in Rival Koreas
Recent developments on the
Korean Peninsula – in particular,
the improvement in North
Korea’s relations with South
Korea and the United States –
might have significant implications for the Arab states of the
Gulf Cooperation Council.
Due to its lack of indigenous energy resources, South Korea’s economic engagement
and relationships with the energy-rich Gulf states have been widely publicized. What has
attracted little attention is the observation that the GCC states have extensive ties to
both sides of the Korean Peninsula. The Gulf Cooperation Council states have built ties
to North Korea, in spite of the fact that the state has been a major supplier of arms and
weapons-related technology to the Gulf States’ most significant nemesis: the Islamic Republic of Iran. Read More

Russia and the Arab Gulf States: Current Energy Variables
Despite a history of abject opposition to one another on a host
of international issues, the Arab
Gulf states and Russia have recently begun cooperating with
one another in the energy domain. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov’s Arabian Peninsula
tour this month indicates that Moscow seeks to cement its status as a rising power in
the Middle East following its intervention in Syria, a conflict that seems to be gradually
winding down. Read More

Analysis
Arizona, Arabia, Alfalfa: Gulf Agricultural Industry Sparks
a Conversation in the American Southwest
Separated by roughly eightyone-hundred miles of land and
ocean, the initially disparate
regions of the American Southwest and the Arabian Peninsula
are united by the ways in which
each region’s hostile desert climate has made water a scarce
resource. In each of these locales, burgeoning agricultural industries, such as Saudi Arabia’s growing dairy sector, have proven to be a water-depleting endeavor at multiple
steps of the milk supply-chain. More so than perhaps the cows themselves, the hay growing process has emerged as a major hurdle to a self-sufficient Arabian dairy industry.
Read More

2020 Presidential Campaigns
Candidates Briefing
What a Jay Inslee Presidency Could Mean for the Gulf
Washington state’s Jay Inslee (DWA) became the first Governor
to join the ever- growing field
of Democrats gunning for the
nomination in 2020. As a Governor, Inslee has had significant
leeway as to the extent to which
he can use his state-wide office
to delve into international issues. However, with Seattle being a prominent internationally-known city hosting headquarters of some of the world’s largest corporations (Amazon,
Microsoft) in some respects Inslee’s hand may have been forced. Still, the Governor has
become one of the most impassioned voices on the topic of climate change, a subject
that has required him to develop an international presence. Read More

March 2019 Event
On February 8th, 2019 Gulf International Form was honored to host United Nations Humanitarian Envoy H.E Ambassador Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Al-Meraikhi for
a conversation, “Gulf Humanitarian Efforts in a Turbulent Region.” GIF was equally
honored that the conversation was moderated by Mr. Paul Glastris, current Editor-In-Chief of Washington Monthly and former senior speech writer to President
Bill Clinton. The conversation was wide-ranging in scope and generally discussed
the United Nations’ efforts to alleviate suffering in crisis-afflicted areas across the
globe, and the role of Gulf-sourced aid in sponsoring those projects.
Continue Reading the Recap.

Introducing New Non-Resident Fellows
We are pleased to announce our Non-Resident Fellowship Program, to include four
Gulf-region scholars whose various specialties include economics and finance,
political Islam, sociology and education, in addition to security and defense. As
this program expands, we look forward to announcing additional Non-Resident
Fellows who will contribute to GIF’s mission.

Dr. Courtney Freer is a Research Officer at Middle East Center at the London School of Economics and Political Science.
Dr. Freer’s work focuses on domestic politics of the Gulf states,
with interest in Islamism and tribalism She previously served
as a Research Assistant at the Brookings Doha Center, and
a researcher at the US-Saudi Arabian Business Council. She
holds an MA in Middle Eastern Studies from George Washin
ton University, and a PhD from University of Oxford.; her book
Rentier Islamism: the Influence of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Gulf Monarchies was released in 2018 with Oxford University
Press.

Rachel Ziemba is the founder of Ziemba Insights, a
macroeconomics and policy due-diligence advisory firm.
Additionally, Mrs. Ziemba is an Adjunct Fellow at the Center for a New American Security, and an Adjunct Lecturer
at NYU, Center for Global Affairs. Mrs. Ziemba is also a
Strategist at Alpha Z Advisors and Advisor at Globalwonks.
Her research focuses on the interlinkages between economics, finance and security issues. Her research topics
include coercive economic policies such as sanctions,
economic resilience and the role of state-owned investors including sovereign wealth funds.

Introducing New Non-Resident Fellows

Dr. Auhoud Albulushi is an Omani academic and re-

searcher with a multi-disciplinary background in linguistics, sociology, education and law. She obtained her PhD
from Warwick University in the United Kingdom in the
area of Applied Linguistics. Dr. Albulushi worked for 20
years as an academic in the college of Education at Sultan
Qaboos University, and was the head of Research and
studies department at the Omani Studies Center at Sultan Qaboos University. Her work involved carrying out
and encouraging research on issues pertaining to Oman
as well as providing research consultations to researchers interested in the Omani society and culture.

Dr. Emma Soubrier is currently a Visiting Scholar at

the Institute for Middle East Studies, George Washington
University, and a Postdoctoral Associated R searcher at
the Centre de Recherche Michel de l’Hospital, Unive sité
Clermont Auvergne. Dr. Soubrier does research in International Relations, Security Studies, Arms Trade and Political Science and Economy. Her most recent publication
is “Evolving Foreign and Security Policies: A Comparative
Study of Qatar and the UAE”, in Khalid Almezaini and
Jean-Marc Rickli (eds.), The Gulf Small States: Foreign and
Security Policies, London: Routledge, 2016.
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