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Upcoming Event - Save the Date!

While various conflicts and points of 
contention across the Arab World 
remain the focus of scholarship on 
the region’s humanitarian situation, 
the widespread coverage of these 
internal circumstances distract from 
the ways in which Gulf states have 
stepped-up to alleviate humanitar-
ian challenges across the globe. In 
contrast to the chic capitals of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council states, fel-
low Arab League associated nations 
such as Syria, Iraq, Sudan, Yemen, 
Somalia, Comoros and Eritrea expe-
rience widespread conflict-induced 
hardships and have been recipients 
of Gulf-sourced humanitarian aid. 
Given this wealth-disparity, the Gulf 
nations have sought to bridge the 
gap by contributing to humanitari-
an aid and development programs 
across the Middle East.

These benefits come in a variety of forms, including food and sanitation items, programs 
aiming to aid internally displaces persons, refugees, and at-risk women and children, as 
well as initiatives to help disadvantaged communities become economically self-sustain-
ing. Such aid has a global presence and is foundational to the funding and implemen-
tation of programs run by global aid organizations. Please join us for a conversation to 
learn more about the global impact of Gulf-sourced humanitarian aid.

When:
Friday, February 8th, 2019 from 12:30 p.m. till 2:30 p.m.

Location:
National Press Club

529 14th St NW, Washington, DC
Click here for directions.

https://gulfif.org/event/gulf-humanitarian-efforts-in-a-turbulent-region/


Analysis

influence over Syria’s political future. In order to secure their interests in post-war Syria, 
Arab Gulf states have had to acquiesce to Russia’s agenda for the war-torn country, es-
pecially in light of U.S. withdrawal from Eastern Syria. At the same time, two factors mo-
tivate the likelihood reconciliation with Assad regime. First, the perceived Gulf leverage 
given Damascus’ need for Gulf states’ wealth to buoy its reconstruction fund, although it 
might face the obstacle of U.S. sanctions on the Syrian regime. Second is Moscow’s effort 
to reintegrate the Assad regime into the Arab world. Yet, some Arab Gulf states have de-
luded themselves that improved relations with Assad can counter Iran diplomatically, a 
goal they failed to achieve by supporting the armed Syrian opposition. Sectarian factors 
also played a role in this decision. In terms of both size and population, Syria is the larg-
est state in the Levant and consists of a Sunni majority population ruled by a minority 
government aligned closely with Iran, this further contributes to Shiite-Sunni sectarian 
tensions in the Gulf. Read More

Saudi crown prince, Russia warned the U.S. against efforts to influence royal succession 
in Saudi Arbia and offered its support for the kingdom in the wake of the murder of dis-
sident journalist Jamal Khashoggi. With Moscow’s distancing from the West due to con-
tinued tensions with Europe and the United States and Putin’s ongoing military support 
for the Assad regime, Russian policy towards Saudi Arabia shows the revival of Cold War 
era geopolitics. In recognition of its regional partnerships, however, Russia favors the 
convergence of strategic interests rather than ideological concerns. Read More

Post War Syria: Factors Inhibiting Arab Gulf Influence

Balancing Regional Rivalries: Russia and Saudi Arabia

In light of Syrian president 
Bashar Al-Assad and his allies 
having consolidated power over 
65% of Syrian territory, the Gulf 
states are re-examining their 
national security interests in 
the country. In this new context, 
Russia has become the major

If there was any question con-
cerning Russia’s burgeoning 
engagement with Saudi Arabia 
after the much-discussed “high-
five” at the G-20 summit, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has set 
the record straight. In a sign of 
support for the PR-embattled
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have also been affected by the process of politicization of various social issues. Tensions 
and the exchanged insults related to sporting events are exceedingly surpassing what 
once was a friendly back-and-forth between competing nations. Instead, sport is now be-
ing used to attack and direct pressure against nations seemingly in competition with one 
another on and off the field. For many people in the GCC, individual games or matches 
are increasingly seen through the lens of politics. In a region known for common histor-
ic ties, the social consequences and increased polarization between Gulf peoples are 
emerging as one a long-term threat to the region’s societal synergy.
Read More

Over a year and a half since its 
outbreak, the Gulf dispute is in-
creasingly leaving the boundar-
ies of political difference among 
the Gulf’s top leaders, and is now 
reaching a most all aspects of 
life. Sports, which attract millions 
of fans in the Gulf region, 

Weaponized Sports Widen GCC Cracks

leaving the anti-Assad rebels in control of only Idlib province, the regime’s merciless, 
scorched-earth military tactics have also effectively secured Assad victories on Syria’s bat-
tlefields. Meanwhile, Assad has also scored some diplomatic victories in capitals across 
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). By 2019, most Arab League members that had 
once sought to isolate, if not aggressively overthrow, Assad’s regime have come around 
to reaccepting the Syrian government’s legitimacy on diplomatic and political levels. 
Read More

Qatar Says No to Rapprochement with Syrian Regime
Largely due to the support Da-
mascus that has received from 
key allies—Russia, Iran, and Leba-
nese Hezbollah, President Bashar 
al-Assad’s regime has managed 
to “win” the Syrian civil war that 
erupted in 2011. Having taken 
back Aleppo in December 2016,
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New doubts were most prominently raised by President Trump in December when he 
made a sudden announcement that the withdrawal process would begin for the 2,000 
U.S. forces deployed in eastern Syria. Concerns over Syria come on top of questions al-
ready having surfaced due to recent controversies among some in the region regarding 
the seven-decades long strategic alliance between the United States and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. The future of the relationship has been put into doubt amidst the fallout 
of the October 2018 killing of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul. The Khashoggi saga compounded uncertainty surrounding the U.S.-Saudi rela-
tionship that had already been rising due to the U.S.’s declining need for crude oil imports. 
Some in the region remain nervous that American energy independence could lessen the 
strategic value of the region to the United States. The third circumstance contributing to 
the uncertainty that necessitated Pompeo’s trip relates to the slow-motion dissolution of 
the GCC, once a fundamental pillar to the United States’ security in the region.
Read More

In January 2019, Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo visited the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states, 
as well as Egypt, Jordan, and Iraq. 
The trip was in part meant to 
quell freshly emerging uncertain-
ties related to the United States’ 
engagement in the region.

Did Pompeo’s Visit Reassure GCC Rivals?

Analysis
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Mayor of Newark, where his social media savvy cemented his rise in the Democratic Par-
ty. After Hillary Clinton’s loss in 2016 left a Democratic leadership vacuum headed into 
2020, Booker opted to join the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, a sign seen by many 
that the young Senator was burnishing his Commander-in-Chief credentials ahead of a 
White House bid.[1] During his time on the committee, Senator Booker’s Gulf-related 
policy has largely been in-line with the Democratic party’s norms including criticism of 
Trump’s relationship to Saudi Arabia, votes to block certain weapons sales to the region 
and continued support for the Iran Nuclear Agreement. Read More

the recently re-elected Senator has made a name for herself on domestic issues relat-
ed to military and college campus sexual assault, in addition to Congress’ own sexual 
harassment problem. However, having been on a Congressional Armed Services Com-
mittee since 2007, Gillibrand, whose career began amidst an anti-Iraq War environment, 
is no stranger to foreign policy issues. At times the Senator has put forward legislation 
specific to the Gulf region, establishing herself as a leading voice against a nuclear-armed 
Iran. However, with the Senator’s recent leftward lurch, it remains to be seen if the com-
promises that typified her early foreign policy attitudes will be maintained as part of her 
progressive rebranding. Read More

What a Cory Booker Presidency Could Mean for the Gulf

What a Kirsten Gillibrand Presidency Could Mean for the Gulf

Joining three of his already-de-
clared Senate colleagues, New 
Jersey Senator Cory Booker 
announced that he would be 
launching a campaign for the 
Democratic Presidential nom-
ination in 2020. Prior to joining 
the Senate Mr. Booker was

Joining a growing handful of 
previously declared candidates, 
New York Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-NY) announced that 
she too would be making a bid 
for the Democratic Presidential 
nomination in 2020. Perhaps 
better known for #MeToo,

2020 Presidential Campaigns
 Candidates Briefing
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will be many hurdles in leapfrogging to the Presidency, a move that has only once been 
successfully completed by President James Garfield in 1881. Even still, more so than oth-
er candidates who will likely throw their hats in the ring, Gabbard brings with her a dis-
tinct foreign policy outlook that in recent years has made her familiar with the Gulf region 
in ways uncharacteristic of a typical House member. A Gabbard Administration may be a 
longshot in 2021, however her mere presence in the primary has the potential to shape 
the conversation of Democrat’s foreign policy, particularly toward Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
and Iran. Read More

Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) surprised almost no one when she filed 
precursory legal paperwork to make a bid for the Democratic presidential nomination in 
2020. While known primarily for her anti-Wall Street bona fides among the progressive 
wing of the Democratic Party, Warren signaled that she was looking to boost her foreign 
policy portfolio in 2016 when she opted to join the Armed Services Committee for the 
115th Congress. However, even when it comes to Foreign Policy, in true Warren-fashion 
the Senator has redirected her ire toward large American companies who she deems as 
seemingly reaping the benefit of a Trump foreign policy that leaves the majority disad-
vantaged. Read More

What A Tulsi Gabbard Presidency Could Mean for the Gulf

What an Elizabeth Warren Presidency Could Mean for the Gulf

Hawaii Congresswoman Tulsi 
Gabbard (HI02) became an early 
member of what is expected to 
be a crowded field of candidates 
gunning for the Democratic 
nomination in 2020. Although a 
prominent Democrat, her status 
as a House member means there

Hawaii Congresswoman Tulsi 
Gabbard (HI02) became an early 
member of what is expected to 
be a crowded field of candidates 
gunning for the Democratic 
nomination in 2020. Although a 
prominent Democrat, her status 
as a House member means there

2020 Presidential Campaigns
 Candidates Briefing

https://gulfif.org/candidate-briefing-what-an-elizabeth-warren-2020-run-could-mean-for-the-gulf/
https://gulfif.org/candidate-briefing-what-an-elizabeth-warren-2020-run-could-mean-for-the-gulf/
https://gulfif.org/candidate-briefing-what-a-tulsi-gabbard-2020-run-could-mean-for-the-gulf/
https://gulfif.org/candidate-briefing-what-a-tulsi-gabbard-2020-run-could-mean-for-the-gulf/


On January 31st 2019, GIF held its first event of the new year, at which a panel of 
experts discussed the evolving status of women in the Gulf. Such a conversation 
is important and timely, as recent weeks have witnessed a growing uproar due 
to the detainment certain female activists in the Gulf. The panel was moderated 
by Dr. Ashley Ater Kranov and featured Bader Al-Saif of Georgetown University, 
Dania Thafer of Gulf International Forum, Bina Hussein of the Atlantic Council and 
Rothna Begum of Human Rights watch. Continue Reading the Recap.

January 2019 Panel
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