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Vision

Mission

Gulf International Forum (The Forum) is an independent Washington-based 
institute that aspires to enhance peace, progress, security, and stability in the 
Gulf and greater Middle East region through the open proliferation of ideas.

Gulf International Forum strives to be the primary source of credible analysis 
on the region. Our mission revolves around enhancing understanding; 
engaging in open dialogue; and promoting independent thinking by building 
awareness and contributing to the accumulation of knowledge on the Gulf. 
The forum focuses on political, economic, social, and security issues for the 
nine regional states: Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. Through various educational platforms 
that promote research, analysis, and dialogue, the forum aspires to encourage 
objective intellectual debates that inform interested audiences.

About Us
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Agenda

REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST

OPENING THE CONFERENCE BY THE MASTER OF  
CEREMONY, PROFESSOR DAVID DES ROCHES 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S OPENING REMARKS

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
The Honorable Nick J. Rahall II, Former United States House 
Representative

FROM WASHINGTON TO THE MIDDLE EAST:  
THE EFFECT OF U.S. ELECTIONS ON REGIONAL AFFAIRS
Matthew Duss, Executive Vice President, Center for International Policy
Natasha Hall, Senior Fellow, Middle East Program, Center for Strategic & 
International Studies
Dr. James Zogby, Director, Zogby Research Services;  
Founder, Arab American Institute
Dr. Steven A. Cook, Eni Enrico Mattei Senior Fellow for Middle East and 
Africa Studies and Director of the International Affairs Fellowship for 
Tenured International Relations Scholars, Council on Foreign Relations
Dr. Abderrahim Foukara, Bureau Chief of Aljazeera in the Americas 
(moderator) 

NAVIGATING MULTIPOLARITY IN THE GULF: FROM  
SMALL STATES TO MEDIATORS AND MIDDLE POWERS
This panel is organized in partnership with the Middle East  
Council on Global Affairs
Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi, President and Founder, The Emirates Policy Center
Bilal Saab, Head of U.S.-Middle East Practice, TRENDS Research 
& Advisory; Associate Fellow, Chatham House; Adjunct Professor, 
Georgetown University
Dr. Rory Miller, Professor of International Politics, Co-Director of the Small 
States Research Program, and Director of Energy Studies Certificate, 
Georgetown University in Qatar
Dr. Hind Al-Ansari, Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Omar H. Rahman, Fellow, the Middle East Council on Global Affairs; 
Nonresident Fellow, the Baker Institute for Public Policy (moderator)

8:30 - 9:00

9:35 - 10:45

10:55 - 12:05

9:15 - 9:30

9:00 - 9:05

9:05 - 9:15
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Agenda

MEDIA EXCELLENCE AWARD, AMY GOODMAN AND  
DEMOCRACY NOW!

SPECIAL ADDRESS BY H.E. LUIGI DI MAIO, EU SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE GULF REGION

FIRESIDE CHAT WITH TIMOTHY LENDERKING,  
U.S. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR YEMEN

PLATED LUNCH

THE GULF’S ROLE IN RESOLVING THE GAZA WAR
Sheikh Nawaf Al Thani, Former State of Qatar’s Defense Attaché to the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico
Mohammad Baharoon, Director General, the Dubai Public Policy Research 
Center (b’huth)
Zaha Hassan, Middle East Program Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace
Dr. Aziz Alghashian, Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation - 
Middle East 
Ambassador Patrick Theros, Strategic Advisor and Senior Fellow,  
Gulf International Forum (moderator)

NEW ERA: SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS AND AI REVOLUTION 
CHALLENGING THE MAINSTREAM NARRATIVE
Khaled Almaeena, Former Editor-in-Chief, Arab News and Saudi Gazette; 
Managing Partner, Quartz Communication; Board of Directors, Albilad 
Publishing; Chairman, Arab Business Media Group
Ryan Grim, Co-founder, Drop Site News; Host, The Podcast Deconstructed
Dr. Marc Owen Jones, Associate Professor of Media Analytics at 
Northwestern University in Qatar
Aya Batrawy, NPR International Correspondent, Dubai, UAE

1:00- 1:50

2:00 - 3:10

2:00 - 3:10

12:10 - 12:20

12:30 - 1:00

12:20 - 12:30
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Agenda

Tim Constantine, Host of “The Capitol Hill Show” (moderator)

CONTENTIOUS CONNECTIVITY THROUGH THE GULF:  
CHINA’S BRI, U.S.’S IMEC, AND TURKEY’S  
DEVELOPMENT ROAD
This panel is organized in partnership with the Middle East  
Council on Global Affairs
Dr. Chuchu Zhang, Associate Professor at the School of International 
Relations and Public Affairs and Deputy Director of the Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies, Fudan University, China
Dr. Karen E. Young, Senior Research Scholar in the Center on Global 
Energy Policy, Columbia University
Dr. Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Fellow for the Middle East and Co-Director 
for the Middle East Energy Roundtable, Rice University’s Baker Institute; 
Senior Non-Resident Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Dr. Gawdar Bahgat, Professor of National Security Affairs, National 
Defense University’s Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies; 
Senior Non-Resident Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Dr. Adel Abdel Ghafar, Fellow and Director of the Foreign Policy and 
Security program, Middle East Council on Global Affairs (moderator)

CONSEQUENCES ON IRAQ, YEMEN, AND LEBANON:  
THE ROLE OF THE IRAN-ISRAEL POWER PLAY
Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi, former Minister of Foreign Affairs for the Republic  
of Yemen; Member of the Advisory Board, Gulf International Forum
Dr. Lina Khatib, Director, SOAS Middle East Institute
David Schenker, Taube Senior Fellow and Director of the Linda and  
Tony Rubin Program on Arab Politics, Washington Institute for Near  
East Policy
Dr. Abbas Kadhim, Director of Iraq Initiative and Senior Fellow of Middle 

3:20 - 4:30

3:20 - 4:30

Visit www.gulfif.org to learn more about the Forum. 
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Former U.S. Representative Nick Rahall represented West Virginia’s Third Congressional District. He 
served on both the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and the Public Works Committee for all 19 
consecutive terms he served in the U.S. House of Representatives. He held the position of Ranking Member 
on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and served as Chairman of the House Natural Resources 
Committee from 2007 through 2011.
First elected in 1976, Former Representative Rahall is distinguished as the youngest-elected, longest-serving 
member in the history of the U.S. House of Representatives. As the longest-serving member of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, he played a leading role in every federal highway debate during 
his 38-year career. Nick Rahall worked tirelessly to build and repair the nation’s highways, bridges, and 
ports, modernize thousands of airports, and provide critical water, sewer systems, and flood control projects 
throughout West Virginia and across the nation.
As Chairman of the Natural Resources Committee, Nick Rahall worked on issues close to the hearts of many 
West Virginians, such as preserving the state’s rich coal history and jobs, expanding tourism opportunities, 
and protecting hunting, fishing, and other recreational activities. Through his leadership and close cooperation 
with the National Park System, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and a wide variety of stakeholders, he 
helped preserve and safeguard special places across the nation for future generations. He strove to honor 
the Committee’s charge of serving the natural environment, wild lands, scenic vistas, fish and wildlife, tribal 
sovereignty, and the American public.
Nick Rahall’s reputation for working across party lines to get the job done was well known, earning him deep 
respect and frequent cooperation from his colleagues in Congress across the political spectrum.
Using his experience as owner and operator of Mountaineer Tour & Travel Agency before his election to 
Congress, Nick Rahall served on the Executive Committee of the Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus. 
This allowed him the opportunity to work closely with all sectors of the domestic and offshore tourism industry.
Always advocating for U.S. interests, he traveled extensively in the Middle East, meeting with kings, queens, 
princes, and presidents to urge and facilitate peace. In recognition of his efforts, he received the Philip C. Habib 
Distinguished Public Service Award in 1993 and the Najeeb Halaby Public Service Award in 2004, which was 
presented to him by Queen Noor of Jordan.
Prior to his career in the U.S. House of Representatives, Nick Rahall owned and operated Mountaineer Tour & 
Travel Agency, partnered with his late father on various business interests including Rahall Communications 
Corporation, and served as a top aide to his lifelong mentor, the late U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd.
Nick Rahall is married to the former Melinda Ross of Ashland, Kentucky, and has three children—Rebecca 
Rahall Parker, Nick Joe Rahall III, and Suzanne Rahall—as well as three grandchildren.

THE HONORABLE  
NICK J. RAHALL II

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Former U.S. Representative



6

Tim Lenderking is the U.S. Special Envoy for Yemen. Mr. Lenderking previously served as the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for Arabian Peninsula Affairs in the Near East Bureau at the U.S. Department of 
State. He is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service. Mr. Lenderking served previously as the Deputy 
Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from 2013-2016. He served as the Director of 
the Pakistan Office at the Department of State from 2010-2013. From 2008-2010, Mr. Lenderking completed 
two tours in Baghdad, the first as the Senior Democracy Advisor at the U.S. Embassy, and the second 
as the Policy Advisor to LTG Charles Jacoby, Commanding General of Multi-National Forces Iraq (MNF-I), 
based at Camp Victory. Before his Iraq tours, Mr. Lenderking served as the Economic Counselor and Acting 
Deputy Chief of Mission at US Embassy Kuwait. He was also the Political Counselor at Embassy Rabat from 
2002-2006. Mr. Lenderking’s other tours in the Foreign Service include serving as the Special Assistant to 
Under Secretary for Political Affairs Marc Grossman 2001-2002, as the Lebanon Desk Officer 2000-2001, 
and as a Watch Officer in the Operations Center. Mr. Lenderking also served in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and 
in Damascus, Syria. Mr. Lenderking joined the Foreign Service in 1993 after a career in the refugee field, 
where he held numerous positions with American NGOs and with the United Nations in New York, Sudan, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Thailand. Mr. Lenderking received a Master's degree in History and International 
Relations from the University of Washington in 1989 and a Bachelor's Degree with Honors from Wesleyan 
University in 1985. He is the recipient of the Presidential Merit Award, nine Superior Honor Awards from the 
Department of State and the Meritorious Civilian Service Award from the Department of the Army for his 
service in Iraq.

TIM LENDERKING 
U.S. Special Envoy for Yemen

FIRESIDE CHAT
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2024 MEDIA EXCELLENCE AWARDEE

AMY GOODMAN
&

Democracy Now!
Host and Executive Producer, Democracy Now!

Amy Goodman is the host and executive producer of Democracy Now!, a national, daily, independent, award-
winning news program airing on over 1,400 public television and radio stations worldwide. Goodman has co-
authored six New York Times bestsellers. Her latest, Democracy Now!: Twenty Years Covering the Movements 
Changing America, looks back over the past two decades of Democracy Now! and the powerful movements 
and charismatic leaders who are re-shaping our world. Before that, The Silenced Majority: Stories of Uprisings, 
Occupations, Resistance, and Hope, and Breaking the Sound Barrier, both written with Denis Moynihan, give 
voice to the many ordinary people standing up to corporate and government power. She co-authored her 
first three bestsellers with her brother, journalist David Goodman: Standing Up to the Madness: Ordinary 
Heroes in Extraordinary Times (2008), Static: Government Liars, Media Cheerleaders, and the People Who 
Fight Back (2006) and The Exception to the Rulers: Exposing Oily Politicians, War Profiteers, and the Media 
That Love Them (2004). She co-writes a weekly column with Denis Moynihan (also produced as an audio 
podcast) syndicated by King Features, for which she was recognized in 2007 with the James Aronson Award 
for Social Justice Reporting.

The Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard honored Goodman with the 2014 I.F. Stone Medal for 
Journalistic Independence Lifetime Achievement Award. She is also the first journalist to receive the Right 
Livelihood Award, widely known as the 'Alternative Nobel Prize' for “developing an innovative model of truly 
independent grassroots political journalism that brings to millions of people the alternative voices that are 
often excluded by the mainstream media.” She is the first co-recipient of the Park Center for Independent 
Media’s Izzy Award, named for the great muckraking journalist I.F. Stone, and was later selected for induction 
into the Park Center’s I.F. Stone Hall of Fame. The Independent of London called Amy Goodman and 
Democracy Now! “an inspiration.”

Goodman has received the Society for Professional Journalists Sigma Delta Chi Award for Excellence; 
American Women in Radio and Television Gracie Award; the Paley Center for Media’s She’s Made It Award; 
and the Puffin/Nation Prize for Creative Citizenship. Her reporting on East Timor and Nigeria has won 
numerous awards, including the George Polk Award, Robert F. Kennedy Prize for International Reporting, 
and the Alfred I. duPont-Columbia Award. Time Magazine named Democracy Now! its “Pick of the Podcasts,” 
along with NBC’s Meet the Press. PULSE named Goodman one of the 20 Top Global Media Figures of 2009.

She has also received awards from the Associated Press, United Press International, the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting, and Project Censored. Goodman received the first ever Communication for Peace 
Award from the World Association for Christian Communication. She was also honored by the National 
Council of Teachers of English with the George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution to Honesty and 
Clarity in Public Language.

FIRESIDE CHAT



8

Speaker Biographies

Dania Thafer
Executive Director and Senior Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Dr. Dania Thafer is the Executive Director of Gulf International Forum, an institute 
based in Washington, D.C. that provides analysis on political, economic, social, and 
security issues for the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, Iran, Iraq and 
Yemen. She is also a Professorial Lecturer at the School of Foreign Service’s Center 
for Contemporary Arab Studies at Georgetown University. Her expertise is on the Gulf 

region’s security, U.S.-Gulf relations, and the political economy of the GCC states.

Dr. Thafer has been widely published and consults regularly on matters concerning the GCC and the Middle 
East. Dr. Thafer has a new book titled “Creative Insecurity: Institutional Inertia and Youth Potential in the GCC” 
published by Oxford University Press and Hurst Co. (2023). Additionally, she has co-authored two edited books 
“The Arms Trade, Military Services and the Security Market in the Gulf States: Trends and Implications” and 
“The Dilemma of Security and Defense in the Gulf Region.” Her commentary has appeared in international 
media outlets, including: The New York Times, Financial Times, BBC World, Washington Post, Forbes, Al Jazeera 
and others. Additionally, she is regularly consulted by governmental, non-governmental, corporations and 
research institutions globally.

Previously, she was responsible for building relationships with foreign dignitaries from the Middle East at the 
National Defense University’s Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies in Washington, DC. Dr. Thafer 
has a master’s degree in political science from New York University, and Ph.D. in Political Science, specialized 
in the Political Economy and International Relations from American University in Washington, DC.

Professor David Des Roches
Associate Professor, Near East South Asia Center for Security 
Studies; Senior Non-Resident Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Professor David Des Roches is a Senior Non-Resident Fellow. Currently, he is an 
Associate Professor at the Near East South Asia Center for Security Studies. Prior 
to this, he was the Defense Department Director responsible for policy concerning 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 
Prior to this assignment, he has served in the Office of the Secretary of Defense as 

Liaison to the Department of Homeland Security, as senior country director for Pakistan, as NATO operations 
director, and as deputy director for peacekeeping. His first job in government was as a special assistant for 
strategy and later as the international law enforcement analyst in the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy. He graduated from the United States Military Academy and obtained advanced degrees in 
Arab Politics from the University of London School of Oriental and African Studies, in War Studies from Kings 
College London, and Strategic Studies from the US Army War College. He has also attended the Federal 
Executive Institute, the German Staff College’s Higher Officer Seminar, the US Army John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare School, and the US Army Command and General Staff College.
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Sheikh Nawaf Bin Mubarak Al-Thani
Former Defense Attaché of the State of Qatar to the United States 
of America, Canada, and Mexico
Sheikh Nawaf Bin Mubarak Al-Thani is a member of the Gulf International Forum's 
Board of Directors. Nawaf M. Al-Thani is a writer, columnist, and lecturer in the fields 
of International Relations and Defense, focusing on the areas of Small State Security, 
MENA Defense, and Intelligence. He previously served with the rank of Brigadier 

General as Director of Defense Intelligence Operations in the State of Qatar. As a Diplomat, he served as 
the State of Qatar’s Senior Defense Official and Defense Attaché to the United States of America, Canada, 
and Mexico. Before that, he served as the Official Spokesperson and Director of Strategic Communications 
(STRATCOM) in the Ministry of Defense.

Al-Thani has served in several foreign military deployments, including Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, Operation Odyssey Dawn, and Operation Unified Protector, and served in several humanitarian 
missions globally, including membership in the Arab League Humanitarian Observer mission in Syria in 2012.

Sheikh Nawaf has received distinguished commendations and citations from the Qatar Armed Forces, several 
NATO militaries, and multinational organizations. He is also the recipient of the French Republic’s Army 
Parachute infantry regiment Airborne wings “Brevet parachutiste militair”, the Qatar Armed Forces Airborne 
wings, and Ranger/Commando tab. He earned his LL.B from Qatar University and an M.Res in Defense Studies 
from Kings College London (U.K.). He graduated with distinction from the inaugural class (Class No.1) of the 
Ahmed Bin Mohammed Military Academy (Qatar) and is also a General Command & Staff graduate with 
honors from the Joaan bin Jassim Academy for Defense Studies (Qatar).

He serves as an Advisory Committee Member in Georgetown University’s Small States Research Program 
(Qatar). And as a Distinguished International Defense Affairs Fellow at the National Council on U.S.-Arab 
Relations (Washington, D.C.)

Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Yemen
His Excellency Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi is a former Minister of Foreign Affairs for the 
Republic of Yemen. He is the longest-serving Foreign Minister of Yemen, occupying 
the post from 2001 to 2014. From 1982-1987, he was the Dean of the Medical School 
of Sana’a University. In 1993, he was appointed Yemeni Minister of Education. He has 
a background in medicine, and received degrees from the Universities Edinburgh, 
Liverpool and London. Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi is a member of the Advisory Board of 

the Gulf International Forum.

Speaker Biographies
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Dr. Lina Khatib
Director, SOAS Middle East Institute
Professor Lina Khatib is the Director of the SOAS Middle East Institute at SOAS 
University of London, where she is MBI Al Jaber Chair in Middle East Studies and 
Professor of Practice in the Department of Politics and International Studies. Professor 
Khatib is an internationally renowned authority on the Middle East. Before becoming 
Director of the SOAS Middle East Institute, she directed policy research programmes 
at some of the world’s leading policy institutes. She served as director of the Middle 

East and North Africa Programme at Chatham House, where is now an Associate Fellow, and prior to that was 
director of the Carnegie Middle East Center at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and a Senior 
Associate at the Arab Reform Initiative. Prior to that she co-founded and led the Program on Arab Reform and 
Democracy at Stanford University’s Center on Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law. Before moving 
to Stanford, she lectured at Royal Holloway, University of London. Her work is firmly interdisciplinary, spanning 
the study and practice of international affairs, political transformations, and visual culture and communications.

She is the author of several policy papers and three books including Image Politics in the Middle East: The 
Role of the Visual in Political Struggle (2013), and has co-authored, edited or co-edited four other volumes. 
She is a frequent writer and commentator on current affairs in the Middle East, with appearances on channels 
like CNN and BBC and op-eds in outlets such as Foreign Policy, TIME, Foreign Affairs, and the Guardian. She 
is also a practitioner in the cultural scene. Her music projects include co-founding and co-leading the World 
Metal Congress. As a visual artist, her work has been exhibited internationally, including in group shows like 
Newtopia: The State of Human Rights (Mechelen, 2012) and a solo show, 24 Hours on Hamra Street (London, 
2018). She is currently developing a theatrical piece on politics and society in the Middle East.

Mohammed Abdul Rahman Baharoon
General Director, b’huth Dubai Public Policy Research Centre
Mohammed Abdul Rahman Baharoon is the General Director of b’huth, Dubai Public 
Policy Research Centre. He pursued a career in media as a reporter for “Al Arabi” 
Magazine, Al Ittihad newspaper, and then Editor for Gulf Defense Magazine before starting 
as director of research at both and focusing on the interplay between Geostrategy and 
policymaking in governance, stability, capacity building, and future-proofing.
Mohammed has also worked as Deputy Director of Watani (UAE’s first initiative on 

National Identity) and is also a founding member of the board of Bussola Institute, a think tank in Brussels that 
focuses on the changing and emerging aspects of the partnership between the EU and the GCC member states.
As part of his interest in the emerging geostrategic space of the Arabian Peninsula, Mohammed looks at Iran as 
part of the development of the area as a major trade artery. This development implies developing a sustainable 
relationship with its regional neighborhood on the Arabian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea, or the Mediterranean. 
Iran is a major component of that space and becoming more adaptable to the modernization process will allow it 
to become part of the future development of the region.

Speaker Biographies



11

Dr. James Zogby
Director, Zogby Research Services; Co-Founder,  
Arab American Institute
Dr. James Zogby co-founded the Arab American Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based 
organization which serves as the political and policy research arm of the Arab 
American community, in 1985 and continues to serve as its president. He is Director of 
Zogby Research Services, a firm that has conducted groundbreaking surveys across 
the Middle East.

In September 2013, President Obama appointed Dr. Zogby to the United States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom. He was reappointed to a second term in 2015 and concluded his service in May 2017. He 
was twice elected Vice Chair.
Zogby is featured frequently on national and international media as an expert on Middle East affairs. Since 1992, 
he has written a weekly column that is published in 12 countries. In 2010, Zogby published the highly-acclaimed 
book, "Arab Voices." His 2013 e-books, "Looking at Iran: The Rise and Fall of Iran in Arab Public Opinion" 
and "20 Years After Oslo," are drawn from his extensive polling across the Middle East with Zogby Research 
Services. His most recent book is, "The Tumultuous Decade: Arab, Turkish, and Iranian Public Opinion - 2019-
2019" analyzes the fascinating transformations taking place across the Middle East region following the US 
withdrawal from Iraq and the Arab Spring.
Dr. Zogby has also been personally active in U.S. politics for many years; in 1984 and 1988 he served as Deputy 
Campaign manager and Senior Advisor to the Jesse Jackson Presidential campaign. In 1988, he led the first 
ever debate on Palestinian statehood at that year’s Democratic convention in Atlanta, GA. In 2000, 2008, and 
2016 he served as an advisor to the Gore, Obama, and Sanders presidential campaigns.
For the past 3 decades, he has served in leadership roles in the Democratic National Committee. He currently 
serves as Chair of the DNC Ethnic Council, an umbrella organization of Democratic Party leaders of European 
and Mediterranean descent. He served on the DNC's Executive Committee from 2000 to 2017 and for more 
than a decade served as Co-Chair of the party's Resolutions Committee.
In 1975, Dr. Zogby received his doctorate from Temple University’s Department of Religion, where he studied 
under the Islamic scholar, Dr. Ismail al-Faruqi. He was a National Endowment for the Humanities Post-Doctoral 
Fellow at Princeton University in 1976 and is the recipient of a number of honorary doctorate degrees.

Matthew Duss
Executive Vice President, Center for International Policy
Matthew Duss is Executive Vice-President at the Center for International Policy. 
Before joining CIP, Duss was a visiting scholar in the American Statecraft Program 
at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. From 2017-22, Duss was foreign 
policy advisor to Senator Bernie Sanders (I-Vt). From 2014-17, Duss was the president 
of the Foundation for Middle East Peace. From 2008-14 Duss was a National Security 
and International Policy analyst at the Center for American Progress.

Duss’s work has been widely published, including in The New York Times, The Washington Post, Foreign 
Affairs, The Nation, The American Prospect, and Foreign Policy. Duss has an MA in International Studies from 
the University of Washington’s Henry M. Jackson School, and a BA in political science from the University of 
Washington.

Speaker Biographies
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Dr. Kristian Coates Ulrichsen
Fellow for the Middle East and Co-Director for the Middle East 
Energy Roundtable, Rice University's Baker Institute; Senior Non-
Resident Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Ph.D., is a fellow for the Middle East at the Baker Institute 
and co-director of the Middle East Energy Roundtable. His research examines the 
changing position of Persian Gulf states in the global order, as well as the emergence 
of longer-term, nonmilitary challenges to regional security. Previously, he worked as 

senior Gulf analyst at the Gulf Center for Strategic Studies and as co-director of the Kuwait Program on 
Development, Governance and Globalization in the Gulf States at the London School of Economics.

David Schenker
Taube Senior Fellow and Director of the Linda and Tony Rubin 
Program on Arab Politics, Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy
David Schenker is the Taube Senior Fellow at The Washington Institute and director 
of the Linda and Tony Rubin Program on Arab Politics. Confirmed by the Senate 
on June 5, 2019, he served as Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs 

through January 2021. In that capacity, he was the principal Middle East advisor to the secretary of state and 
the senior official overseeing the conduct of U.S. policy and diplomacy in a region stretching from Morocco 
to Iran to Yemen, with responsibility for eighteen countries, the Palestinian Authority, and Western Sahara. 
He also supervised more than 9,000 staff and administered an annual budget in excess of $7 billion.
In policy terms, he led the bureau's efforts to advance American interests abroad and strengthen U.S. 
partnerships and alliances across the region. Via diplomacy and the effective allocation of resources and 
assistance—as well as through imposition of sanctions—he worked to promote human rights, deter terrorism, 
fight corruption, and push back against regional adversaries. In addition to developing and implementing the 
U.S. strategy on China in the region, he worked to heal the Gulf rift between Qatar and neighboring states, 
resolve intractable conflicts in Libya and Yemen, consolidate the Abraham Accords, and counter malign 
Iranian influence in the Middle East.
Prior to joining the State Department, Schenker worked as the Aufzien Fellow and director of the Beth and 
David Geduld Program on Arab Politics at The Washington Institute from 2006 to 2019. During that period, 
he authored dozens of op-eds, journal articles, and PolicyWatches about Jordan, Lebanon, Hezbollah, and 
Egypt, among other topics, and contributed chapters to Institute monographs such as Beyond Islamists and 
Autocrats: Prospects for Political Reform Post Arab Spring (2017) and No Good Outcome: How Israel Could 
be Drawn into the Syrian Conflict (2013). He also published a chapter on U.S.-Lebanese relations in Lebanon: 
Liberation, Conflict, and Crisis (Palgrave, 2009), and authored Egypt’s Enduring Challenges (2011), an Institute 
monograph focusing on the post-Mubarak situation.

Speaker Biographies
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Previously, from 2002 to 2006, Schenker served in the Office of the Secretary of Defense as Levant country 
director, the Pentagon's top policy aide on the Arab nations of the Levant. In that capacity, he advised the 
secretary and other senior Pentagon leadership on the military and political affairs of Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 
and the Palestinian territories. He was awarded the Office of the Secretary of Defense Medal for Exceptional 
Civilian Service in 2005.

Prior to joining the government in 2002, Schenker focused on Arab governance issues as a research fellow at 
The Washington Institute, and worked as a project coordinator for a Bethesda-based contractor responsible 
for large, centrally funded USAID programs in Egypt and Jordan. He also authored the Institute books Dancing 
with Saddam: The Strategic Tango of Jordanian-Iraqi Relations (copublished with Lexington Books, 2003) and 
Palestinian Democracy and Governance: An Appraisal of the Legislative Council (2001). His writings on Arab 
affairs have appeared in a number of prominent scholarly journals and newspapers, including the Wall Street 
Journal, Los Angeles Times, and Jerusalem Post.

Dr. Steven A. Cook
Eni Enrico Mattei Senior Fellow for Middle East and Africa Studies 
and Director of the International Affairs Fellowship for Tenured 
International Relations Scholars, Council on Foreign Relations
Steven A. Cook is Eni Enrico Mattei senior fellow for Middle East and Africa studies 
and director of the International Affairs Fellowship for Tenured International 
Relations Scholars at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). He is an expert on 
Arab and Turkish politics as well as U.S.-Middle East policy. Cook is the author of 

False Dawn: Protest, Democracy, and Violence in the New Middle East; The Struggle for Egypt: From Nasser 
to Tahrir Square, which won the 2012 gold medal from the Washington Institute for Near East Policy; and 
Ruling but Not Governing: The Military and Political Development in Egypt, Algeria, and Turkey. Cook is also 
the author of the recently published Oxford University Press book, The End of Ambition: America’s Past, 
Present, and Future in the Middle East.

Cook is a columnist at Foreign Policy magazine. He has also published widely in international affairs journals, 
opinion magazines, and newspapers, and is a frequent commentator on radio and television. His work can 
also be found on CFR.org.

Prior to joining CFR, Cook was a research fellow at the Brookings Institution (2001–02) and a Soref research 
fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy (1995–96).

Cook holds a BA in international studies from Vassar College, an MA in international relations from Johns 
Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies, and an MA and a PhD in political science 
from the University of Pennsylvania. He speaks Arabic and Turkish and reads French.

Speaker Biographies
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Bilal Saab
Head of U.S.-Middle East Practice, TRENDS Research & 
Advisory; Associate Fellow, Chatham House; Adjunct Professor, 
Georgetown University
Bilal Y. Saab is the Head of the US-Middle East Practice and an Advisor in the 
Scientific and Academic Council of TRENDS Research and Advisory. In addition, he is 
an Associate Fellow with Chatham House and an Adjunct Professor with Georgetown 
University’s Security Studies Program in the School of Foreign Service, teaching 

graduate courses on U.S. defense policy in the Middle East and international security studies. He is the author of 
Rebuilding Arab Defense: US Security Cooperation in the Middle East (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 
May 2022).

 Saab was Senior Fellow and the Founding Director of the Defense and Security Program at the Middle East 
Institute in Washington, D.C. Prior to MEI, Saab served as Senior Advisor for Security Cooperation (SC) in the 
Pentagon’s Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, with oversight responsibilities for U.S. Central 
Command. In his capacity as the Department of Defense’s lead on security cooperation in the broader Middle 
East, Saab supported the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy’s responsibility for SC oversight by leading 
prioritization and strategic integration of SC resources and activities for the CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Saab has fluency in both written and spoken Arabic and French, and experience living in the Middle East for 
more than two decades. He regularly provides commentary to international media outlets, including CNN, NPR, 
PBS Newshour, BBC, Reuters, The Washington Post, and The New York Times. He has earned his BA from the 
American University of Beirut, his MLitt from the University of St Andrews, and his MA from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

Khaled Almaeena
Middle East Journalist and Analyst
He has held a broad range of position in Saudi media for almost thirty years, 
including CEO of PR Firm, Saudi Television news anchor, talk show host, Radio 
announcer and Journalist. Almaeena also held a series of senior positions in Saudi 
Airlines. As the Editor-in-Chief of Arab News, the largest newspaper in the middle 
east, Almaeena steered the paper through the Gulf Crisis and pioneered bringing the 
newspapers back to a liberated Kuwait. Under his direction, the paper was first in 

2003 to send a Saudi reporter to Iraq to report extensively from the front lines. Arab news was the only Saudi 
newspaper to have a reporter in Tahrir square during the Arab spring. 

In 1982, Almaeena became the Editor-in-Chief of Arab News. He stepped down in 1993 to head the Saudi 
Public Relations Company (SRPC) a position he held for five years. He returned to the top editor's post of Arab 
News in 1998 and continued until October 2011. In April 2012, he joined as the Editor in Chief of Saudi Gazette, 
English daily published from Jeddah and continued in the position until the end of April 2014. 

Mr. Almaeena was awarded the highest civilian Awards Sitara-e imtiyaz (Star of Excellence) by the government 
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of Pakistan in January 2009 and Doctorate in Humanities from Midanao University in the Philippines in 2009. 
He was awarded in 2018 at Global Leadership Awards, Malaysia in recognition for his achievements He is also a 
visiting non resident scholar at the University of Central Florida. Almaeena is fluent in Arabic, English and Urdu.

Dr. Abderrahim Foukara
Bureau Chief of Aljazeera in the Americas
Dr. Abderrahim Foukara is the Bureau Chief of Aljazeera in the Americas and host of 
the weekly show Min Washington on Aljazeera Arabic. Before Aljazeera, he worked 
for AllAfrica.com in Washington DC, Public Radio in Boston and the BBC in London. 
He is a frequent speaker on US-Middle East issues and holds a PhD in Apartheid 
Studies from the UK. He is a native of Morocco.

Dr. Karen E. Young
Senior Research Scholar, at Columbia University’s Center on 
Global Energy Policy
Dr. Karen E. Young is a Senior Research Scholar at Columbia University in the Center 
on Global Energy Policy. She was founding director of the Program on Economics 
and Energy at the Middle East Institute and remains a non-resident senior fellow. 
She was a Resident Scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, and has been 
a professorial lecturer at George Washington University, teaching courses on the 

international relations of the Middle East. She regularly teaches at the US Dept of State Foreign Service 
Institute and at Columbia’s SIPA. Earlier, she was Senior Resident Scholar at the Arab Gulf States Institute 
and a Research Fellow at the London School of Economics and Political Science, Middle East Centre. She 
led a seminar series on emerging markets in MENA at Johns Hopkins SAIS. At the American University of 
Sharjah, she served as Assistant Professor of Political Science from 2009-2014. Prior to joining AUS, she held 
research and administration roles at New York University.

She is the author of two books: The Economic Statecraft of the Gulf Arab States (2022) and The Political 
Economy of Energy, Finance and Security in the United Arab Emirates (2014), as well as editor of Energy 
Transitions of the Middle East (2024) and GCC Hydrocarbon Economies and Covid (2023) and a chapter 
contributor in: The Economy of Saudi Arabia in the 21st Century (2024), Routledge Companion to China in the 
Middle East (2023), The Gulf States in the Horn of Africa (2022), and The Economics of Renewable Energy in 
the Gulf (2019). She has published opinion articles and research in the Financial Times, Bloomberg, Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign Policy, Lawfare, Al Monitor, Journal of Arabian Studies, Georgetown Journal of International 
Affairs, Current History, Gulf Affairs, Security Dialogue, ISPI, Internationale Politik and Middle East Policy, 
among other academic and analytical outlets and provided testimony in Congress. Her comments have 
been featured on NPR, CNBC, CBS, CBC, AFP, in the New York Times, Financial Times, Bloomberg, Wall 
Street Journal, the Washington Post, Al Arabiya, Arab News, Debtwire, MEED and MEES.

Her work has been supported by grants from Smith Richardson Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation of NY, 
the Fulbright Program (Ecuador 1997-99; Bulgaria 2005-06), the International Research and Exchange Board 
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(IREX), the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS), the Woodrow Wilson Center, US State Department 
Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI), APSA MENA Fellows Program and Emirates Foundation (via LSE). 
She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Dr. Hind Al-Ansari 
Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Dr. Hind Al-Ansari is a Fellow at Gulf International Forum. She is a development and 
global education researcher based in Washington and recently completed a one-year 
fellowship at the Wilson Center. Dr. Al-Ansari has published multiple articles and has 
been recognized for her work as a recipient of the Middle East Policy Council 40 
Under 40 Award. She holds a PhD in Education from Cambridge University and a 
Master in Middle Eastern Studies from Harvard.

Dr. Trita Parsi
Executive Vice President, Quincy Institute
Dr. Trita Parsi is the executive vice president of the Quincy Institute. He is a award-
winning author and the 2010 recipient of the Grawemeyer Award for Ideas Improving 
World Order. He is an expert on US-Iranian relations, Iranian foreign policy, and the 
geopolitics of the Middle East. He has authored three books on US foreign policy 
in the Middle East, with a particular focus on Iran and Israel. He was named by the 
Washingtonian Magazine as one of the 25 most influential voices on foreign policy in 

Washington DC in both 2021 and 2022, and preeminent public intellectual Noam Chomsky calls Parsi “one of 
the most distinguished scholars on Iran.”

His first book, Treacherous Alliance: The Secret Dealings of Iran, Israel and the United States (Yale University 
Press, 2007), won the silver medal winner of the 2008 Arthur Ross Book Award from the Council on Foreign 
Relations. His second book, A Single Roll of the Dice – Obama’s Diplomacy with Iran (Yale University Press, 
2012) and was selected by Foreign Affairs as the Best Book of 2012 on the Middle East. Parsi’s latest book – 
Losing an Enemy: Obama, Iran and the Triumph of Diplomacy (Yale University Press, 2017) – reveals the behind 
the scenes story to the nuclear deal with Iran.

Parsi was born in Iran but moved with his family at the age of four to Sweden in order to escape political 
repression in Iran. His father was an outspoken academic who was jailed by the Shah and then by the Ayatollah. 
He moved to the United States as an adult and studied foreign policy at Johns Hopkins’ School for Advanced 
International Studies where he received his PhD under Francis Fukuyama and Zbigniew Brzezinski.

He is the co-founder and former president of the National Iranian American Council. Parsi has followed Middle 
East politics through work in the field and extensive experience on Capitol Hill and at the United Nations. He 
is frequently consulted by Western and Asian governments on foreign policy matters. Parsi has worked for 
the Swedish Permanent Mission to the UN, where he served in the Security Council, handling the affairs of 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Tajikistan, and Western Sahara, and in the General Assembly’s Third Committee, addressing 
human rights in Iran, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Iraq.
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Dr. Abbas Kadhim
Director of Iraq Initiative and Senior Fellow,  
The Atlantic Council’s Middle East Programs
Dr. Abbas Kadhim leads the Iraq Initiative within the Atlantic Council’s Middle East 
Programs. He is an Iraq expert and author of Reclaiming Iraq: The 1920 Revolution 
and the Founding of the Modern State. Most recently, he was a senior foreign policy 
fellow at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies. 
He was formerly an assistant professor of national security affairs and Middle 

East studies at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California and a visiting assistant professor at 
Stanford University. He also previously held a senior government affairs position at the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington, DC. His books include Governance in the Middle East and North Africa and The Hawza Under 
Siege: Studies in the Ba’th Party Archive. He earned a PhD in Near Eastern Studies from the University of 
California, Berkeley.

Zaha Hassan
Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace’s Middle 
East Program; Human Rights Lawyer
Zaha Hassan is a human rights lawyer and a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. Her research focus is on Palestine-Israel peace, the use 
of international legal mechanisms by political movements, and U.S. foreign policy 
in the region. Previously, she was the coordinator and senior legal advisor to the 
Palestinian negotiating team during Palestine’s bid for UN membership, and was a 

member of the Palestinian delegation to Quartet-sponsored exploratory talks between 2011 and 2012.

She regularly participates in track II peace efforts and is a contributor to The Hill and Haaretz. Her 
commentaries have appeared in the New York Times, Salon, Al Jazeera English, CNN, and others.

Aya Batrawy
NPR International Correspondent, Dubai, UAE
Aya Batrawy is an NPR International Correspondent. She leads NPR's Gulf bureau in 
Dubai. She joined NPR in 2022 from the Associated Press, where she was an editor 
and reporter for over 11 years. She covered the Arab Spring uprisings from Cairo, the 
rise and fall of the Muslim Brotherhood and the ensuing turmoil that ricocheted across 
the region.

Batrawy moved to Dubai in 2013 with AP, where she reported on tensions with Iran and the emergence of 
Gulf Arab states as the region's new powerbrokers. She also led coverage on Islam's hajj pilgrimage from 
Mecca and examined efforts by Gulf oil producers to diversify their economies away from fossil fuels in a world 
grappling with climate change.
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The weight of her coverage has also centered on the rise of Saudi Arabia's crown prince — his attempts at 
transforming the kingdom and centralizing power.

Batrawy's love of broadcast news began at the University of South Florida. As an undergraduate, she volunteered 
at WMNF community station and the local NPR Member station in Tampa Bay, where she grew up. After two 
years in Washington as a journalist and a master's from London's SOAS, she moved to Cairo and produced for 
NPR's Peter Kenyon and Deborah Amos, crisscrossing North Sinai in memorable adventures with both. She 
taught journalism at the American University in Cairo and freelanced for Voice of America, Pacifica Radio and 
PRI's The World.

Dr. Adel Abdel Ghafar
Fellow and Director of the Foreign Policy and Security Program, 
Middle East Council on Global Affairs
Dr. Adel Abdel Ghafar is a fellow and director of the Foreign Policy and Security 
program at the Middle East Council on Global Affairs. He was previously a 
nonresident fellow at the Brookings Institution’s Foreign Policy Program and a 
fellow at the Brookings Doha Center, where he was also acting director of research. 
Abdel Ghafar is an adjunct professor at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 

Service in Qatar. He specializes in foreign policy and political economy of the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region.

Abdel Ghafar is the author and editor of several volumes and reports including:  The Middle East: Revolution 
or Reform?  (Melbourne University Press, 2014); Egyptians in Revolt: The Political Economy of Labor and 
Student Mobilizations 1919-2011 (Routledge, 2017); A Stable Egypt for a Stable Region (European Parliament, 
2018);  The European Union and North Africa: Prospects and Challenges (Brookings Institution Press, 2019); 
China and North Africa: Between Economics, Politics and Security (I.B. Tauris, 2021); The European Union 
and the Gulf Cooperation Council: Towards a New Path (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021); and The Gulf Cooperation 
Council at Forty: Risk and Reward in a Changing World (Brookings Press, 2022) and Asia in the GCC: A New 
Strategic Partner? (ME Council, 2023).

Abdel Ghafar has prepared studies & consulted for various international and intergovernmental organizations 
and government agencies including the European Union; the U.K. Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office; and the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. He has a background in international 
banking and finance and has worked for several financial institutions including HSBC & Citigroup.

Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi
President and Founder, Emirates Policy Center
Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi is the President and Founder of the Emirates Policy Center. Dr. 
Al-Ketbi is a Professor of Political Science at the United Arab Emirates University. In 
recognition of her role and the great respect she enjoys as part of the distinguished 
elite in the UAE and the Gulf region, Dr. Al-Ketbi was appointed in 2015 as a Member 
of the Consultative Commission of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). In 2018, 
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she made it to the ‘50 Most Influential Women’ list in the Arab world, while in 2019, Dr. Al-Ketbi received the 
‘Women Super Achiever Award’ during the World Women Leadership Congress. In 2021, she was made an 
Advisor on the Global Commission for Post-Pandemic Policy.

Dr. Rory Miller
Professor of International Politics, Director of Small States 
Research Program, Director of Energy Studies Certificate at 
Georgetown University in Qatar
Dr. Rory Miller is a native of Dublin, Ireland. He is a graduate of Trinity College 
Dublin (BA, History, 1993), and King's College London (MA War Studies, 1994, 
PhD, 1998). Rory Miller is a Professor of International Politics, Co-Director of the 
Small States Research Program, and Director of Energy Studies Certificate at 

Georgetown University in Qatar where he teaches and researches on the security of small states  and 
middle powers, maritime security, energy security, Gulf security, regional alliances, great powers and the 
changing international order and external intervention theory. Prior to that he was a member of the War 
Studies department and then head of the Middle East & Mediterranean Studies Program at King’s College 
London. He is a fellow of the Royal Historical Society and in recent years he has held a visiting professorship 
in the War Studies department of King's College London (2014-17), and a Visiting Research Professorship at 
Trinity College Dublin (2020-21). 

He serves on several advisory boards, including the Foreign Policy Network of the Irish Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). He has provided expertise and consultancy services to various government 
agencies and private organizations including NATO and has lectured and taught in a number of Defense 
and Staff Colleges as well as foreign ministries in Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. He is currently 
the lead on two Qatar National Research Fund multi-year funded research project on “Managing National 
Security Risk during and after the Blockade: Strategic Challenges and Opportunities for Qatar’s Energy 
Sector” and “The Maritime Sector and Resilience-building in a Small State: The Qatar Case Study”. He is 
co-editor of the Cambridge University Press book series on Intelligence and National Security in Africa and 
the Middle East. He is the author or editor of 11 books including Inglorious Disarray: Europe, Israel and the 
Palestinians (Columbia University Press, 2011), Desert Kingdoms to Global Powers: The Rise of the Arab Gulf 
(Yale University Press, 2016) and, most recently, Overcoming Smallness: Challenges and Opportunities for 
Small States in Global Affairs (Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press with Fahad Al-Marri). He has published 
extensively in academic and policy journals and the international media including Foreign Affairs, The 
Economist, Foreign Policy, The New Republic, The National Interest, and The Wall Street Journal. His media 
appearances include Al Jazeera Arabic; Al Jazeera English; Al Jazeera Mubasher; BBC America; BBC World 
Service; Bloomberg; CNBC Europe; CNN International; National Public Radio (NPR, US); RTE (Ireland); The 
Australia Broadcasting Corporation (ABC); Turkish State Television (TRT); and Voice of America.
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Ryan Grim
Reporter and Co-founder, Drop Site News;  
Host, Deconstructed Podcast
Ryan Grim is a reporter and co-founder of Drop Site News. Grim is also the host of 
the podcast show Deconstructed. He is longtime D.C. reporter, breaking news from 
the halls of Congress and leading the Washington bureaus for The Intercept and 
HuffPost. At HuffPost, he led a team that was twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, 

and won once. Grim has spent years chronicling the rise of progressives in Congress, and his most recent 
book is The Squad: AOC and the Hope of a Political Revolution, which followed his best-selling We’ve Got 
People. He is also the author of the 2009 book This Is Your Country On Drugs.

Omar H. Rahman
Fellow, the Middle East Council on Global Affairs;  
Nonresident Fellow, Baker Institute
Omar H. Rahman is a fellow at the Middle East Council on Global Affairs, where he 
focuses on Palestine, Middle East geopolitics, and American foreign policy in the 
region. He is the Editor of Afkār, the Council’s online publication providing insights 
and analysis on current events in the region.
Rahman was previously a non-resident fellow at the Baker Institute for Public Policy 

and a visiting fellow at the Brookings Doha Center, where he researched and wrote about Palestine-Israel, the 
Arab Gulf, and the intersection between the two. Prior to this, Rahman was a research analyst at the Arab Gulf 
States Institute, where he focused on the political economy of the Gulf states.
Rahman established his career as a journalist based in the U.S. and the Middle East, including three years in 
Palestine where he was a columnist for +972 Magazine. Rahman was also an associate editor at World Politics 
Review in New York, as well as an editor and senior Middle East correspondent at Argus Media. His writing 
has been published in The Washington Post, Foreign Policy, The Guardian, Rolling Stone, The National Interest, 
Lawfare, VICE, PBS NewsHour, Quartz, Al-Jazeera English, and The National, among other outlets.
Rahman’s other work includes peer-reviewed policy papers, academic articles, and book chapters including 
in the recently-published volume: What is Israel/Palestine? (Routledge, 2022). He is currently working on a 
book about Palestinian de-fragmentation in the post-Oslo era. Rahman is also a frequent speaker on panels, 
at conferences, and in the media.

Dr. Aziz Alghashian
Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation - Middle East
Dr. Dr. Aziz Alghashian is a Senior Fellow at Observer Research Foundation - Middle 
East (ORF-ME). His research focuses on Saudi-Israeli relations and Saudi foreign 
policy and aims to understand and explain Saudi implicit forms of communication 
and cooperation. After completing a year of officer training at the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst, Alghashian earned an undergraduate degree in international 
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relations from Nottingham Trent University, an MA in diplomacy from the University of Nottingham, and a 
PhD focused on Saudi-Israeli relations from the University of Essex. He was then a lecturer of politics and 
international relations at the University of Essex, where he taught Middle East studies, international relations, 
and political theory. Alghashian’s analysis has been published by AGISW, Foreign Policy, Al-Monitor, and the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

Dr. Chuchu Zhang
Associate Professor at School of International Relations and 
Public Affairs, and Deputy Director of the Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies, Fudan University, China
Dr. Chuchu Zhang is an Associate Professor at School of International Relations 
and Public Affairs, and Deputy Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 
at Fudan University, China. She is also Adjunct Professor at ESSCA School of 
Management, France. She received her PhD in Politics and International Studies, 

University of Cambridge, UK. Her research focuses on China-Middle Eastern relations, China’s foreign 
policy, and geoeconomics. She is author of Islamist Party Mobilization: Tunisia’s Ennahda and Algeria’s HMS 
Compared, 1989-2014 (Palgrave, 2020). She has published in a number of peer reviewed journals including 
International Relations, The Pacific Review, Mediterranean Politics, Eurasian Geography and Economics, 
Middle East Policy, Environment and Planning: Economy and Space, Globalizations, and Pacific Focus.

Natasha Hall
Senior Fellow, Middle East Program
Natasha is a senior fellow with the Middle East Program at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. Natasha has over 15 years of experience as an analyst, 
researcher, and practitioner in complex humanitarian emergencies and conflict-
affected areas with a specialty in the Middle East. Most recently, she has worked 
on the Syrian conflict with The Shaikh Group, GIZ, Mayday Rescue, Center for 
Civilians in Conflict, and the U.S. government’s Refugee Affairs Division. She 

has lived and worked in over 15 countries in the Middle East, Africa, Asia, the Southern Caucasus, and 
Europe. Her work has focused on conflict resolution, governance, displacement, environmental issues, 
resilience, and civilian protection. Her reports have spurred congressional hearings and high-level donor 
responses on Syria. As a director with Mayday Rescue, she led these responses, working with the White 
Helmets to reinforce critical civilian infrastructure and protect civilians from explosive weapons and 
other consequences of the war. She is a commentator and contributor for a number of media outlets and 
think tanks, including CNN, BBC, and MSNBC. She has written articles and in-depth analyses for the 
Washington Post, Newsweek, U.S. News & World Report, the Atlantic Council, the United States Institute for 
Peace, and the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, among others. Natasha is also the founder of 
Art in Exile. She earned her master’s from Georgetown's School of Foreign Service and her B.A. from the 
University of Virginia in foreign affairs and Middle East studies. She did a Fulbright Fellowship in Jordan 
from 2006-2007 and a Boren Fellowship in Syria in 2010.
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Dr. Marc Owen Jones 
Associate Professor of Media Analytics, Northwestern University 
in Qatar
Dr. Marc Owen Jones is an associate professor of media analytics at Northwestern 
University in Qatar, where he specializes in researching and lecturing on 
disinformation, digital authoritarianism, and political repression. His recent work has 
focused on investigating social media disinformation and harassment campaigns 
emanating from or targeting the Middle East. Having grown up in Bahrain and Saudi 

Arabia, Jones has also lived, worked, and studied in Sudan, Syria, Germany, and the United Kingdom.

Jones earned his PhD in Government and International Affairs from Durham University in 2016. Following this, 
he undertook a six-month postdoctoral fellowship at Tübingen University, before joining Exeter University 
in Fall 2016. At Exeter, he transitioned from postdoctoral researcher to tenure-track lecturer, focusing on the 
history of the Arabian Peninsula and the Persian Gulf. From 2018-2024, he served as an assistant and later an 
associate professor of Middle East Studies and digital humanities at Hamad bin Khalifa University.

Jones has a prolific publication record, including two single-authored books: Political Repression in Bahrain, 
published by Cambridge University Press (2020), and Digital Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Deception, 
Disinformation, and Social Media, published by Hurst Books and Oxford University Press (2022). He has also 
edited several key volumes on Bahrain and the Gulf, such as Gulfization of the Arab World (Gerlach Press, 
2018) and Bahrain’s Uprising (Zed Books, 2015). His scholarly output spans dozens of book chapters and 
journal articles covering topics from digital disinformation and authoritarianism in the Middle East to Bahrain 
and imperial history and the role of social media in both activism and state control.

In addition to his academic roles, Jones is a non-resident fellow at the Middle East Council for Global Affairs. 
His expertise in digital repression, disinformation, and human rights has led to non-resident fellowships with 
the NGO Democracy for the Middle East Now and the Committee for Academic Freedom at the Middle East 
Studies Association (MESA). His work on combating Islamophobia and hate speech has also earned him an 
affiliate position at the Center for Security, Race, and Rights at Rutgers University.

Jones is known for his pioneering analysis of disinformation campaigns. From identifying dozens of fake 
journalists in a 2020 joint investigation with The Daily Beast to uncovering state-sponsored bots aimed 
at influencing U.S. politicians, his investigative work has garnered significant attention. His analysis of 
disinformation surrounding the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi was recognized by The New York Times 
in their “quote of the day” on October 20th, 2018. Additionally, his investigative thoroughness led him to 
challenge the U.K. Foreign Office in a tribunal over information regarding a British policeman accused of 
torture in Bahrain during the 1970s. The tribunal was featured by Reuters in 2015.
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Ambassador Patrick Nickolas Theros
Strategic Advisor and Senior Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Ambassador Patrick Nickolas Theros is Strategic Advisor and Senior Fellow at Gulf 
International Forum. He served as the U.S. Ambassador to the State of Qatar from 1995-
1998. Prior to his appointment, he served as Deputy Coordinator for Counterterrorism, 
responsible for the coordination of all U.S. Government counterterrorism activities 
outside the United States. From 1991-1993, Ambassador Theros served as the Political 

Advisor to the Commander-in-Chief of Central Command (CENTCOM).

Ambassador Theros joined the Foreign Service in 1963, and served in a variety of positions in Washington D.C., 
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Nicaragua and Syria, including charge d’affaires and Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. 
embassies in the United Arab Emirates and Jordan.

In 1999, His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifah Al-Thani awarded Ambassador Theros the Qatar Order of Merit 
for his efforts in service of the U.S.-Qatar bilateral relationship. His commitment to national service also earned 
him the President’s Meritorious Service Award and the Secretary of Defense Medal for Meritorious Civilian Service 
(1992). Ambassador Theros has also earned four Superior Honor Awards, the highest awards for distinguished 
service given by the Foreign Service. After his retirement from the Foreign Service Ambassador Theros assumed 
the office of President of the U.S.-Qatar Business Council in March 2000 until his retirement in 2017.

Ambassador Theros’ personal commitment to community and public service earned him the rank of Knight 
Commander of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher by the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem (1999), as well 
as the Ellis Island Medal of Freedom (2005). In addition to his duties as President of the U.S.-Qatar Business 
Council, Ambassador Theros is also active in the following organizations: The Middle East Policy Council, Board 
of Directors; The Council of Foreign Relations, Member; The Washington Institute of Foreign Affairs, Member; and 
The American Academy of Diplomacy, Member.

Ambassador Theros graduated from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service in 1963. He has done 
advanced studies at the American University in Washington, D.C., the Universidad Centroamericana in Nicaragua, 
the Armed Forces Staff College at Norfolk, Virginia, and the National Defense University in Washington, D.C.

Reema Abu Hamdieh
Presenter and Reporter, AlAraby TV in Washington DC
Reema Abu Hamdieh is a presenter/reporter with AlAraby TV in Washington DC. Ms. 
Abu Hamdieh has been covering the major events in the US and internationally. Prior 
to that, Abuhamdieh worked with RT Arabic in Washington DC as their correspondent, 
in addition to working with the network's headquarters in Moscow. Abu Hamdieh 
started her journalism career in Palestine, where she worked as a producer and 
reporter and worked on documentaries, some of which won prestigious awards. She 

started her career working with the National Democratic Institute (NDI) for international affairs. She worked 
on several programs, including working with members of the Palestinian parliament, among others.
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Tim Constantine
Host of “The Capitol Hill Show”
Tim Constantine hosts “The Capitol Hill Show” every weekday from Washington, D.C., 
broadcasting to listeners all across the United States. He combines his background 
in TV and radio, his experience in public office, his controversial fall from grace and 
his hard-nose business approach with his understated sense of humor for the most-
entertaining radio program anywhere.

Tim has the unique position among talk radio’s elite as having been on the other side 
of the interview microphone almost as much as he’s been the one asking the questions. Never mean, but 
always seeking truth and accuracy, he is a breath of fresh air in today’s world of mindless talking points from 
the left or the right. He is “America’s Voice of Reason.”

Dr. Gawdat Bahgat
Professor of National Security Affairs, National Defense 
University’s Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies; 
Senior Non-Resident Fellow, Gulf International Forum
Dr. Gawdat Bahgat is a Professor of National Security Affairs at the National Defense 
University’s Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies. He is an Egyptian-
born specialist in Middle Eastern policy, particularly Egypt, Iran, and the Gulf 
region. His areas of expertise include energy security, proliferation of weapons of 

mass destruction, counter-terrorism, Arab-Israeli conflict, North Africa, and American foreign policy in the  
Middle East.

Bahgat’s career blends scholarship with national security practicing. Before joining NESA in December 2009, 
he taught at different universities. Bahgat published ten books including Alternative Energy in the Middle 
East (2013), Energy Security (2011), International Political Economy (2010), Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
in the Middle East (2007), Israel and the Persian Gulf (2006), and American Oil Diplomacy (2003). Bahgat’s 
articles have appeared in International Affairs, Middle East Journal, Middle East Policy, Oil and Gas Journal, 
and OPEC Review, among others. His work has been translated to several foreign languages. 

Bahgat served as an advisor to several governments and oil companies. He has more than 25 years of 
academic, policy and government experience working on Middle Eastern issues. Bahgat has contributed 
to CNN, BBC, Washington Post and Al-Jazeera. He has spoken at Tufts University, Columbia University, 
London School of Economics, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, Swiss Foreign Ministry, Yildiz 
Technical University in Istanbul, Qatar University, Kuwait University, Oman Diplomatic Institute, Griffith 
University (Australia), and India School of Business.
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